
 

 

 



 

 

Milano, 15 December 2017 
 

On behalf of the Organising Committee, we are pleased to invite scientists from around the 

world interested in fossil and living brachiopods and related topics to the 8th International 

Brachiopod Congress: Brachiopods in a changing planet: from the past to the future. 

The Congress will take place between the 11th and 14th of September 2018 in Milano, Italy, 

in the prestigious venue of Università degli Studi, via Festa del Perdono 7, Milano, just a 

few steps from the famous Duomo Cathedral. 

The quality of accommodation and tourist attractions of the City of Milano and the excellent 

transportation links with most Italian and European towns will make this event very 

appealing to an international audience. The Congress is expected to attract about 200 

participants from universities and research institutes from around the world.  

Participants will come to discover the past, latest and future developments of brachiopod 

research. They will also come to experience the fantastic nature and profound culture of 

Italy, a safe and beautiful country, renowned by the words of famous poets and artists. 

From the Roman naturalist and philosopher Pliny the Elder: “This is Italy sacred to the 

Gods”, to Samuel Johnson, English essayist: "A man who has not been in Italy, is always 

conscious of an inferiority, from his not having seen what it is expected a man should see”, 

to Mark Twain, American writer: "The Creator made Italy by designs from Michelangelo". 

Within the 3-day meeting, participants will have the opportunity to present their latest 

results in stimulating and vibrant sessions, discuss at length and be deeply involved in the 

brachiopod world. The topics of the Congress will include all aspects of the study of 

brachiopods, from systematics and evolution to biostratigraphy, palaeoecology, 

palaeobiogeography, biomineralization and geochemistry, to the biology of extant 

brachiopods. 

In addition to scientific oral and poster sessions, and three prestigious plenary lectures, the 

Congress will be preceded and followed by wonderful field excursions (two in Italy: 

Dolomites and Sicily, one in the UK and one in Spain). A pleasant interlude will be offered 

by two Mid-Congress excursions only a short distance from Milano. 

In order to promote cultural exchange and scientific development of young people, 

European and non-European graduate students will be able to participate on particularly 

favourable terms. 

We thank you in advance for your attention and hope to welcome many of you to Italy in 

September 2018. 

 

 The General Chairs of the Congress 

   Lucia Angiolini and Renato Posenato 



 

 

VENUE 

The venue for the Congress is the Università degli Studi di Milano (www.unimi.it/ENG/), 

Via Festa del Perdono 7, located in the old “Ca’ Granda” (literally “the Big House”). It is a 

striking historical complex in the heart of the city, just a few steps from the famous Piazza 

del Duomo, and easily reached by public transportation. The University’s main campus, 

designed in the 15th century by Tuscan architect Filarete consists of historically and 

artistically the most significant buildings in the City of Milano. 

Wi-Fi will be available during the Congress, but an EDUROAM account is required. 

Therefore, you are asked to check in advance if your institution provides EDUROAM 

access.  

 

 

 
Map of the Congress headquarter’s at the Università degli Studi di Milano. The entrance is on Via Festa del 

Perdono. Congress exhibits and meetings will be held in the Main Hall and in the 18th century courtyard. 
  



 

 

 

GENERAL CHAIRS 

Lucia Angiolini, Università di Milano, Italy 

Renato Posenato, Università di Ferrara, Italy 

 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

Chair: Gaia Crippa, Università di Milano, Italy 

Valentina Brandolese, Università di Ferrara, Italy 

Claudio Garbelli, Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaeontology, China 

Daniela Henkel, GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel, Germany 

Marco Romanin, Polish Academy of Science, Warsaw, Poland 

Facheng Ye, Università di Milano, Italy 

 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

Fernando Álvarez Martínez, Universidad de Oviedo, Spain 

Lucia Angiolini, Università di Milano, Italy 

Uwe Brand, Brock University, Canada 

Sandra J. Carlson, University of California, Davis, United States 

Maggie Cusack, University of Stirling, United Kingdom 

Anton Eisenhauer, GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel, Germany 

David A.T. Harper, Durham University, United Kingdom  

Lars Holmer, Uppsala University, Sweden 

Fernando Garcia Joral, Complutense University of Madrid, Spain 

Carsten Lüter, Museum für Naturkunde, Berlin, Germany 

Alberto Pérez-Huerta, University of Alabama, United States 

Renato Posenato, Università di Ferrara, Italy 

Shuzhong Shen, Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaeontology, China 

 

Congress website: http://www.8brachiopodcongress.com/index.html 
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KEY DATES 

31 January 2018 

Deadline for registration on the website 

http://www.8brachiopodcongress.com/registration.html 

31 January 2018 

Deadline for PhD, graduate and undergraduate students to apply for funds to attend 

the conference 

30 April 2018 

Deadline for early payment of the Congress fee and the field excursion fees 

30 April 2018 

Deadline for abstract submission 

30 June 2018 

Deadline for late payment of the Congress fee  

30 June 2018 

Third circular available 

31 January 2019 

Deadline for manuscript submission to the proceedings volume 
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SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS 

The six scientific sessions will include keynote talks, volunteered talks and poster 

presentations on all aspects of the study of brachiopods, from systematics and evolution to 

biostratigraphy, palaeoecology, palaeobiogeography, geochemistry, biomineralization and 

the biology of extant brachiopods.  

If possible, parallel sessions will be avoided to enhance multi- and interdisciplinary 

exchange of ideas between researchers involved in different aspects of brachiopod 

research. 

 

 

Plenary Session 

1. Uwe Brand (Brock University, Canada), Modern brachiopods: superheroes of archives 

2. Elizabeth Harper (University of Cambridge, UK), Living brachiopods: hanging on or fit 

for a modern world? 

3. Lars Holmer (Uppsala University, Sweden), Brachiopod phylogeny in the Cambrian 

 

 

S1. Systematics and evolution  

Convenors: S. Carlson (University of California, Davis, U.S.A.), F. Alvarez (Universidad de 

Oviedo, Spain), J. Jin (Western University, Canada) 

Description: Determining brachiopod evolutionary pattern and process is a goal that we all 

share. Systematic biology and evolutionary palaeobiology – and the construction of 

taxonomies and phylogenies – provide the foundation for our investigations. Which data do 

we use – morphology, ontogeny, molecular sequences, genomics, stratigraphy, 

biogeography, others? Which methods are most appropriate for analyzing those data? 

How do we interpret the results? The current classification allows us to communicate with 

one another about groups of brachiopods recognizable by patterns of size and shape, over 

time and space. Understanding the history and structure of this classification enables us to 

test hypotheses about character homology and patterns of character change over 

geological time, and determine how closely the classification reflects patterns of 

phylogenetic relationship based on the evolutionary process of common ancestry. In this 

session, we will explore some of the many answers to questions regarding evolutionary 

pattern and process, at all scales of time and space, from populations to phyla. 

 



 

 

S2. Taphonomy and Palaeoecology 

Convenors: A. Pérez-Huerta (University of Alabama, U.S.A.), A. Tomašových (Slovak 

Academy of Sciences, Bratislava, Slovakia) 

Description: Brachiopods are one of the most successful groups of marine invertebrates 

throughout the Phanerozoic. Despite their abundance and diversity in the fossil record, 

there are numerous gaps in our understanding of their palaeoecology and 

palaeobiogeography. Although ecological and functional analyses of extant brachiopods 

provide useful insights into functional morphology of extinct brachiopods, this perspective 

can be limited by ecological breadth of present-day brachiopod species pool. There is still 

limited information about the mode of life of extinct brachiopods, interactions with other 

benthic organisms, their distribution along environmental gradients, and their response to 

past environmental changes, which can be important in palaeontological and 

sedimentological studies involving brachiopod faunas. The recent discovery of exceptional 

preservation of faunas across the Phanerozoic, in addition to the use of new analytical 

techniques and computer simulations, provides a new insight into the subject. In this 

session, we welcome scientific contributions that help expand our understanding of 

brachiopod taphonomy, palaeoecology, and palaeobiogeography, including analyses of 

spatial and temporal variability in abundance, size, and diversity of brachiopod 

communities, while completing our overall knowledge of the phylum. 

 

S3. Ecosystems in time and space 

Convenors: D.A.T. Harper (Durham University, United Kingdom) 

Description: Brachiopods have been major and important players in ancient marine 

ecosystems since the start of the Cambrian. Brachiopods have dominated all manner of 

proximal to distal shelf marine facies, explored the deep sea and spread across all the 

World’s latitudes, to varying degrees, throughout the entire Phanerozoic. The early history 

of the group, within the Cambrian Evolutionary Fauna, is spectacular, with many new 

morphologies adapted already to a wide range of environments and ecological niches. The 

Great Ordovician Biodiversification established the phylum as a dominant part of the 

Palaeozoic Evolutionary Fauna and although severely attenuated during the end Permian 

extinction events, all three subphyla remained regionally important within the Modern 

Evolutionary Fauna. This symposium explores the participation of the phylum in 

ecosystems through time and across changing environments and provinces during the 

Phanerozoic, focusing on brachiopod palaeoecology and palaeobiogeography. 



 

 

S4. Mass extinctions and recovery 

Convenors: S. Shen (Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaeontology, China), A. Baliński 

(Polish Academy of Science, Warsaw, Poland), F. Garcia Joral (Complutense University of 

Madrid, Spain) 

Description: Mass extinctions are biological events causing widespread and dramatic 

decrease in biodiversity on Earth. Such events are identified by sharp changes in diversity 

and abundance of organisms. At least five big mass extinctions have been well recognized 

during the Phanerozoic. Brachiopods are one of the most diverse benthic groups during 

the Phanerozoic. They suffered severe loss during the “Big Five”. In addition to the five 

mass extinctions, there are numerous moderate and minor events as well which 

significantly affected brachiopods and other associated organisms. How did those events 

happen? What are their extinction patterns? Why did some become extinct and some 

others not? Proposed extinction hypotheses include bolide impact, massive volcanisms, 

overturn of stratified oceans and poisoning of shelf waters, and short- and long-term 

climate changes (both warming and cooling) and drop in sea level. In addition, how did 

brachiopods survive the extinction and adapt in response to the environmental change? 

What were the patterns of recovery following devastating extinction events? All topics 

related to these questions are warmly welcome in this session. 

 

S.5 Biologic mineralization of natural functional materials and archives of 

geochemical proxies 

Convenors: E. Griesshaber (Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, Germany), A. 

Eisenhauer (GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel, Germany)  

Description: Biological hard tissue formation does not occur from supersaturated aqueous 

solutions, but from crystallization under well-defined cellular control. Biologic mineralization 

is an assembly process of self-organization at various scales, from the molecular to the 

macro-scale. Mineral formation starts with the segregation of amorphous precursors. A 

subsequent ordered and oriented growth process produces mesocrystals, and arrays of 

mesocrystals form the final skeleton/shell. Cell produced macro-molecules transform 

amorphous aggregates into crystalline phases, and they regulate the onset, growth and 

cessation of crystallization. They are also responsible for the ability of biological systems 

to respond and adapt to environmental change. 

The Phanerozoic Eon marks the beginning of biomineralized tissue formation, archives 

that provide information on environment, evolution, land-ocean interaction and climate 



 

 

change. Knowledge of these events is gained from trace element and isotopic 

compositions obtained from skeletons of past and present organisms. However, 

environmental and climate changes can only be understood when fine details are fully 

assessed, a task dependent on a profound understanding of the sampled material. 

Species dependent vital effects, time and pressure dependent physical and chemical 

alterations overprint original signals, and time series of trace element and isotope records 

become difficult to interpret. Thus, the understanding of pathways and processes of 

biological hard tissue formation and of stages of hard tissue alteration is of fundamental 

importance. 

This session invites contributions addressing studies of both biomineralization of fossil and 

modern brachiopods and new developments and findings on geochemical proxies of the 

brachiopod archive for the reconstruction of past and present oceans and climate 

dynamics. 

 

S.6 Modern brachiopods 

Convenors: A. Bitner (Polish Academy of Science, Warsaw, Poland), M. Cusack 

(University of Stirling, United Kingdom), C. Lüter (Museum für Naturkunde, Berlin, 

Germany) 

Description: Only some 400 species of Brachiopoda representing five major clades within 

the phylum are found in today's oceans. Despite this diminished diversity in comparison to 

what is known from the fossil record, modern brachiopods provide an indispensable 

resource of biological data for evolutionary research. First and foremost this applies to all 

DNA/RNA based methods, but also includes evolutionary developmental biology studies 

("evo-devo"), eco-physiological studies, and detailed morphological examination of soft 

tissues with histological and/or electron microscopic techniques. Additionally, living 

brachiopods can be used to calibrate deep time reconstructions of abiotic environmental 

parameters (see e.g., Session S5). Looking at modern brachiopods from different 

methodological angles, this session aims to highlight the importance of biological 

phenomena and processes to understand the evolution of the whole phylum. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MID-CONGRESS EXCURSIONS 

More detailed information about Mid-Congress excursions is available at: 

http://www.8brachiopodcongress.com/field-trips.html 

 

ME1) Survey of the collections of Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Milano and of 

Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra “A. Desio” (only through early request).  

 

ME2) Lower Pleistocene Arda River marine succession (Northern Italy) 

This Mid-Congress excursion will lead you to a Pleistocene marine succession in the 

wonderful natural landscape of the Arda River in western Emilia, northern Italy. The 

excursion will be complemented by the visit to the geological and palaeontological 

museum in the medieval town of Castell’Arquato. Participants will enjoy scientific and 

historical sites and, of course, very good Italian food. 

 

BRIEF ITINERARY  

Stop 1 From Milano we will drive to Castell’Arquato, where the Lower Pleistocene Arda 

River succession crops out. The section, deposited in a shallow water environment 

during phases of advance of fan deltas, is very rich in fossils: mollusks, brachiopods 

(mainly Terebratula scillae and Aphelesia bipartita), corals, echinoderms. We will see 

several fossiliferous marine beds deposited in progressively shallower water and colder 

climate, culminating with continental conglomerates and biota. 

 

Lunch in a typical restaurant in the picturesque medieval town of Castell’Arquato 

 

Stop 2 Visit the geological and palaeontological museum ‘G. Cortesi’ in Castell’Arquato, a 

medieval town which has maintained its appearance as it was in the early 10th century.  

 

ORGANIZERS 

Gaia Crippa  Università di Milano  gaia.crippa@unimi.it 

Fabrizio Felletti  Università di Milano 

Mattia Marini  Università di Milano 

Gianluca Raineri  Parco Regionale dello Stirone e del Piacenziano 

 

 



 

 

EXCURSION FEE AND DEADLINES 

January 31st, 2018: pre-registration on the website 

April 30th, 2018: payment of 100 euro. Guide book, museum tickets, typical lunch and 

travel from Milano to Castell’Arquato and return are included in the fieldtrip fee. 

 

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 

15– 25 participants 

 

 

 

   
 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Fossiliferous bed with articulated specimens of 
Glycymeris insubrica 

The medieval town of Castell’Arquato 

Fossiliferous bed of the Arda River Section 



 

 

ME3) Grigna Mountains Triassic marine successions 

This mid-congress excursion will allow you to see the transgressive carbonate succession 

of the Grigna Mountains. Participants will be able to see the Tetractinella and 

Piarorhynchella beds of the Northern Grigna Mountain and have spectacular views of the 

Southern Alps and Lake Como. 

 

BRIEF ITINERARY 

From Milano, the bus will drive to Lecco and thereafter to the village of Pasturo in 

Valsassina. Participants will be taken by off-road vehicles up to Pialeral locality, where 

they will walk to the section along an easy path. 

 

Stop 1 A 40 minute walk leads to the section; along the way we will admire the Middle 

Triassic carbonate platform of the Grigna Mountains. The section shows, bottom to 

top, several brachiopod beds, dominated by Tetractinella trigonella with rarer small 

Mentzelia mentzeli. The deepening of the environment is testified by the overlying 

marly limestones interbedded with dark laminated marlstones. Piarorhynchella 

trinodosi is spread throughout the section. The top of the succession is represented 

by ash layers of the Buchenstein Formation. 

 

Back to Pialeral and typical mountain refuge lunch at Rifugio Antonietta.  

 

Stop 2 At 5 minute walk from the road, we will visit a small outcrop of the brachiopod beds 

with Tetractinella, Mentzelia, and rare Decurtella. 

 

ORGANIZERS 

Maurizio Gaetani Università di Milano maurizio.gaetani@unimi.it 

 

EXCURSION FEE AND DEADLINES 

January 31st, 2018: pre-registration on the website 

April 30th, 2018: payment of 100 euro. Guide book, typical lunch and travel from Milano to 

Grigna Mountain and return are included in the fieldtrip fee. 

 

 

 



 

 

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 

15– 20 participants 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE- AND POST-CONGRESS FIELD EXCURSIONS 

More detailed information about all Pre- and Post-Congress excursions is available at 

http://www.8brachiopodcongress.com/field-trips.html 

 

E1) Palaeozoic and Mesozoic Brachiopods of East Spain 

This is a 4-day-excursion to visit several localities in Central-East Spain. We will see 

successions that record the drift of the Gondwana Mediterranean margin from subpolar 

latitudes to subtropical ones during the early Palaeozoic. We will also be able to compare 

NW European and Mediterranean Jurassic brachiopod assemblages, and to observe the 

extinction and recovery of brachiopods across the Early Toarcian Oceanic Anoxic Event. 

Grigna Mountain 

Grigna Mountain 

Brachiopod beds 
 



 

 

We will also have the opportunity to visit some places of great historical and heritage 

values, such as Molina de Aragón, Daroca, Albarracín or Teruel; the latter is regarded as 

the "town of Mudéjar" (Moorish-influenced architecture), a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 

DATES AND BRIEF ITINERARY 

Pre-Congress excursion: 6-9 September 2018 

Day 1 September 6th Participants will be picked up from the Madrid City Centre and airport 

and driven to Molina de Aragón (Central Iberian Range) to visit a key locality with rich 

assemblages of Lower Jurassic brachiopods of the NW-European province. 

Overnight at Daroca. 

Day 2 September 7th Visit to Ordovician-Devonian outcrops with brachiopods in the 

Eastern Iberian Chain. The assemblages change from orthid-dominated during the 

Ordovician to spiriferid-strophomenid dominated during the early Devonian. 

Overnight at Teruel. Dinner not included in the fee. 

Day 3 September 8th Visit of Lower and Upper Jurassic assemblages of brachiopods close 

to the village of Albarracín and in the Jiloca Valley. Overnight at Segorbe.  

Day 4 September 9th Drive to Crevillente. Visit of rich Lower Jurassic brachiopod 

assemblages of the Mediterranean Province in the Eastern Subbetic Range. 

Afternoon: end of the field-trip in Alicante. 

 

ORGANIZERS 

Fernando García Joral  Universidad Complutense de Madrid  fgjoral@ucm.es 

Enrique Villas  Universidad de Zaragoza 

José Francisco Baeza-Carratalá  Universidad de Alicante 

 

EXCURSION FEE AND DEADLINES 

January 31st, 2018: pre-registration on the website 

April 30th, 2018: payment of 580 euro in double room, 700 euro in single room.  

Excursion fee will include a guide book, transportation by bus, accommodation and 

breakfast for three nights, all mid-day meals and dinners of the first and third days 

(Thursday 6th and Saturday 8th). 

 

Only a limited number of single rooms is available. So please specify in advance if you 

need a single room. 



 

 

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 

10–25 participants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E2) Southern Alps (Italy): Upper Permian to Middle Triassic brachiopod beds of the 

Dolomites 

This is a 4-day-excursion to visit some key-sections of the Dolomites recording the last 

Palaeozoic marine assemblages, including the large-sized shells of Comelicania species 

(Bellerophon Formation) and the Lower Triassic disaster taxa that survived the end-

Permian mass extinction (Lingulids beds, Werfen Formation). Museum collections with 

rhynchonelliform brachiopods recording the Middle Triassic recovery of stenotopic marine 

organisms will be also observed. 

 

Lower Jurassic outcropping in Jiloca valley 
 

Rock fragment with Soaresirhynchia 
bouchardi from the Lower Toarcian of the 
Iberian Range 

External mould of a dorsal valve of Nicolella 
actoniae, an orthid characteristic of the upper 
Katian (Upper Ordovician) 



 

 

DATES AND BRIEF ITINERARY 

Post-Congress excursion: 15-18 September 2018 

Day 1 September 15th Departure from Milano to Trento in the morning. Visit to the MUSE 

(Museum of Natural History of Trento) and the Geological Museum of the Dolomites 

(Predazzo), where rich Middle Triassic brachiopod collections are housed. Excursion 

presentation, and observation and discussion of collections of Upper Permian to 

Middle Triassic brachiopods from the Dolomites. Overnight stay in the Dolomites 

(Fiemme Valley). 

Day 2 September 16th The Tesero and Bulla sections (Bellerophon and Werfen Fms, 

Changhsingian, Upper Permian – Induan, Lower Triassic): the effects of end-Permian 

mass extinction on the marine biota (e.g., Orbicoelia and lingulid beds of Werfen 

Formation). Overnight stay in the Dolomites (Badia Valley). 

Day 3 September 17th The Sass de Putia succession (Bellerophon Fm., Changhsingian, 

Upper Permian) representing the very last moment of Palaeozoic life (Comelicania 

and Ombonia beds); visit to the Museum of Castel de Tor (Val Badia). Overnight stay 

in the Dolomites (Badia Valley). 

Day 4 September 18th Visit to the Similaun Man Mummy (Holocene, Bolzano Museum). 

Departure from Bolzano to Milano in the afternoon (scheduled arrival in Milano at 

about 7:00 p.m.) 

 

ORGANIZERS 

Renato Posenato  Università di Ferrara  renato.posenato@unife.it 

Maurizio Gaetani  Università di Milano 

Lucia Angiolini  Università di Milano 

Davide Bassi  Università di Ferrara 

Michele Morsilli  Università di Ferrara  

Massimo Bernardi  Muse, Trento 

Simonetta Cirilli  Università di Perugia 

Roberto Rettori  Università di Perugia 

Amalia Spina  Università di Perugia  

Maria Cristina Perri  Università di Bologna  

Herwig Prinoth  Museum Ladin Castel de Tor, Bolzano 

 

 



 

 

EXCURSION FEE AND DEADLINES 

January 31st, 2018: pre-registration on the website. 

April 30th, 2018: payment of 850 euro in double room, 950 euro in single room. Guide 

book, museum tickets, travel from Milano to Dolomites and return, meals and hotel 

accommodation in double rooms are included in the field-trip fee. 

 

Only a limited number of single rooms is available. So please specify in advance if you 

need a single room. 

 

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 

15– 25 participants 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E3) United Kingdom: Palaeozoic brachiopods of England and the Welsh 

Borderlands 

This is a four-day-excursion to visit some key and historically-important geological sections 

in England and the Welsh Borderlands. It includes the spectacular Gigantoproductus beds 

of exceptionally-large brachiopods that colonized the Palaeotethys shores during the 

Mississippian together with reef brachiopods associated with Carboniferous mud-mounds 

and the abundant and diverse brachiopod faunas of the classic Upper Ordovician and 

Sass de Putia 
 

Specimen of Comelicania megalotis 
 



 

 

Silurian successions of the Shropshire region, dominated by orthides and strophomenides, 

within the Anglo-Welsh province. 

 

DATES AND BRIEF ITINERARY 

Post-Congress excursion: 15-18 September 2018 

Day 1 September 15th Departure from London Stansted (to be reached from Milano by 

plane). Participants should book their own flight; they are free to write to 

sales@eravelservice.com for quotes and booking. Drive to Derbyshire. Panoramic 

view of the Derbyshire Palaeozoic succession and reef-knoll. Overnight stay in 

Buxton. 

Day 2 September 16th Visit to Ricklow, Once-a-Week and Brick quarries, where the inner 

to middle ramp facies of the Eyam Limestone overlie the mud mounds of the Monsal 

Dale Limestone and contain spectacular Gigantoproductus assemblages. Overnight 

stay in Buxton. 

Day 3 September 17th Drive to Shropshire. Visit classic localities within the Upper 

Ordovician (Caradoc) and the lower Silurian (Llandovery) exposed in and adjacent to 

the Onny Valley, containing rich brachiopod faunas. Discussion of their historical 

context in the battle for the ‘middle ground’ between Roderick Murchison (Silurian) 

and Adam Sedgwick (Cambrian). Overnight stay in Much Wenlock. 

Day 4 September 18th Visit to Soudley Quarry (Caradoc), and The Iron Bridge (the World’s 

first major cast-iron bridge), near Coalbrookdale, together with quarries in the 

Wenlock limestone on Benthall Edge (with well-preserved brachiopod faunas) and 

possibly Ippikins Rock (reef and talus slopes). Departure from Shropshire to London 

Stansted in the afternoon (scheduled arrival late afternoon). 

 

ORGANIZERS 

David Harper  Durham University david.harper@durham.ac.uk 

Lucia Angiolini  Università di Milano  lucia.angiolini@unimi.it 

Giovanna Della Porta Università di Milano 

Vanessa Banks  British Geological Survey 

Michael Stephenson  British Geological Survey 

 

 

 



 

 

EXCURSION FEE AND DEADLINES 

January 31st, 2018: deadline for pre-registration on the website. 

April 30th, 2018: payment of 700 euro.  

Guide book, travel from London Stansted to Derbyshire and Shropshire and return, all 

meals and hotel accommodation in single rooms are included in the field-trip fee. Please 

specify in advance if you need a double room. 

 

Please note that, the flight from Milano to London Stansted is not included in the fee and 

should be organized individually. The average cost of a return flight Milano-London 

Stansted starts from 80 Euros. You can book it yourself online from many European 

airlines or ask for a quote to the travel agency ERAVEL (http://www.eravelservice.com/; 

sales@eravelservice.com). 

 

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 

15– 20 participants 

                              

 

            

 

Mississippian Eyam Limestone and Gigantoproductus bed at Brick 
Quarry. 
 

Polished slab of the Gigantoproductus 
bed at Once-a-week Quarry. 
 

Acton Scott Church 



 

 

E4) Sicily (Italy): Jurassic to Pleistocene brachiopod beds of Sicily 

This is a 4-day excursion to visit Lower Jurassic to Pleistocene sections where the most 

important brachiopod assemblages of Sicily have been collected. These successions crop 

out along the north-eastern side of Sicily across different landscapes with beautiful sea 

views. In addition, this excursion offers the possibility to visit the Gemmellaro brachiopod 

collection stored in the homonym museum in Palermo; the excursion will end with an 

exciting ascent of the Mount Etna volcano. 

 

DATES AND BRIEF ITINERARY 

Post-Congress excursion: 15-18 September 2018 

Day 1 September 15th Departure to Altavilla Milicia (Palermo) and visit of Pliocene-

Pleistocene succession with shell beds of molluscs and brachiopods. Visit to the 

G.G. Gemmellaro Museum of Palermo University where the rich Upper Permian to 

Upper Jurassic brachiopod collections of Gemmellaro are kept; among them is the 

famous collection from the Permian of the “Valle del Sosio”. Guided tour of the Royal 

Palace of Palermo and the Palatine Chapel – UNESCO World Heritage Site. Free 

dinner. Overnight stay in Palermo. 

Day 2 September 16th Departure to Monte Kumeta, which offers an example of the 

complex synsedimentary dynamics along a stepped pelagic escarpment adjacent to 

a structural high, with Pliensbachian brachiopod associations. In the afternoon, 

departure to Cefalù to visit the historic centre. The town is a major tourist attraction in 

the region and the cathedral has been declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

Dinner and overnight stay near Cefalù. 

Day 3 September 17th Departure to Capo Milazzo (Messina) where Upper Miocene (upper 

Tortonian) to Holocene successions crop out and from which many taxa established 

by Philippi, Costa and Seguenza (Sphenarina, Terebratula, Terebratulina) originate. 

At Capo Milazzo, brachiopods are included in the so called “yellow calcareous marls” 

(YCM) deposited in bathyal settings during the early Pleistocene. In the afternoon 

visit the La Montagna outcrop near Messina. Dinner and overnight stay at Nicolosi 

(Catania). 

Day 4 September 18th Visit of Mount Etna, one of the largest active volcano in the 

Mediterranean region and Europe, reaching an elevation of 3.350 m a.s.l. Etnean 

magmas show peculiar petrologic and geochemical features, related to very complex 

structural settings. In the afternoon a visit of Taormina, one of the most important 



 

 

international tourist centre of Sicily, known for its natural landscapes, marine beauty 

and its historical monuments; in the evening arrival at Catania and end of the field 

trip. 

 

 

ORGANIZERS 

Carolina D’Arpa  G.G. Gemmellaro Museum, Palermo  carolina.darpa@unipa.it 

Pietro Di Stefano  Università di Palermo 

Antonietta Rosso  Università di Catania 

Mauro Agate  Università di Palermo 

Carolina Di Patti  G.G. Gemmellaro Museum, Palermo   

Rossana Sanfilippo  Università di Catania 

Giovanni Surdi  G.G. Gemmellaro Museum, Palermo  

Agostina Vertino  Università di Milano-Bicocca 

Emma Taddei Ruggiero  Università di Napoli 

 

 

EXCURSION FEE AND DEADLINES 

January 31st, 2018: deadline for pre-registration on the website. 

April 30th, 2018: payment of 730 euro in double room, 820 euro in single room.  

Guide book, travel from Palermo to Catania during the excursion, meals and hotel 

accommodation in double/single rooms are included in the field-trip fee, except for the 

dinners of 15th in Palermo and 18th in Catania. Please specify in advance if you need a 

double or a single room. 

 

Please note that, the flight from Milano to Palermo is not included in the fee and should be 

organized individually. The average cost of a flight Milano-Palermo starts from 40 Euros. 

You can book it yourself online from many European airlines or ask for a quote to the 

travel agency ERAVEL (http://www.eravelservice.com/; sales@eravelservice.com). 

 

 

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 

18– 27 participants 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRESS REGISTRATION FEE 

Registration fee includes: ice breaker party, admission to scientific sessions, lunches (3 

days), morning and afternoon continuous coffee breaks (3 days), poster wine and cheese 

(1 day), conference satchel, a small gift and the memory stick with abstracts.  

 

 
 

Early Registration 

Before 30 April 2018 

 

Late Registration 

30 April - 30 June 2018 
 

Formal participant 
 

400 € 
 

550 € 
 

Student * 
 

250 € 
 

400 € 
 

Accompanying person 
 

200 € 
 

300 € 
 

* PhD’s, graduate and undergraduate students  

 

 

Altavilla section. Brachiopods in 
sandstone. 

Capo Milazzo peninsula 

Altavilla section 



 

 

GALA DINNER 

The Gala dinner will take place in the Honor Courtyard, and it costs 62 €. 

 

FIELD EXCURSION FEES  

 
 

Place 
 

Fees 
 

ME1 
 

Milano Museum Collections 
 

- - 
 

ME2 
 

Arda River Section 
 

100 € 
 

ME3 
 

Grigna Mountain 
 

100 € 
 

E1 
 

Spain 
 

580/700 € * 
 

E2 
 

Southern Alps 
 

850/950 € * 
 

E3 
 

UK 
 

700 €  
 

E4 
 

Sicily 
 

 730/820 € * 
 

* Double/Single room 
 

ACCOMMODATION 

Information about how to find accommodation in Milano is available on the Congress 

website at http://www.8brachiopodcongress.com/accommodation.html. If you need help in 

booking a hotel, please contact sales@eravelservice.com. 
 

PAYMENTS 

Payments can be made in three different ways: 

1) International bank transfer. Bank details: 

Name of the beneficiary:  Calligaro Pamela Marzia 

IBAN: IT40Z0760101600000027022268 

BIC/SWIFT: BPPIITRRXXX 

Reason for payment: IBC Milano + Name of the participant  

2) PayPal 

Please send an e-mail to sales@eravelservice.com to receive the link for the payment. 

This payment method is subject to an increase of 5% of the fees. 

3) Credit card 

Payment with credit card may be available in the next weeks. Please check updates on 

http://www.8brachiopodcongress.com/registration-fees.html  



 

 

The receipt of the payment should be sent to 8brachcongress@unimi.it (“Congress fee” in 

the heading of the e-mail).     

 

INSURANCE 

The conference organizers cannot accept liability for personal accidents or loss of, or 

damage to private property of participants, either during or indirectly arising from the 8th 

International Brachiopod Congress. Participants are advised to take out their own personal 

health and travel insurance for their trip and for their participation at excursions and field 

trips.  

Personal health and travel insurance can also be obtained through 

sales@eravelservice.com. 

 

CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS 

The registration fee for the Congress will not be refunded except for cancellations in cases 

of force majeure. Registration fee will only be refunded if the notice of cancellation is 

received before June 30th, 2018 and the fee will be refunded in part. The requested refund 

(50% registration fee originally paid) will be sent to the registrant after the Congress. After 

June 30th, 2018, no refund will be possible even if the participant does not attend the 

Congress. 

 

CONGRESS ABSTRACTS 

Abstracts will have to be submitted to 8brachcongress@unimi.it (“Abstract submission” in 

the heading of the e-mail), along with the receipt of the payment of the registration fee. 

The deadline for abstract submission is 30th April 2018.  

Detailed instructions for abstracts, talks and posters are given in the Congress website 

(http://www.8brachiopodcongress.com/guidelines.html). English will be the official 

language of the meeting and excursions. Collected abstracts will be available on memory 

sticks to all participants and will be published in a supplementary issue to Permophiles, the 

Subcommission on Permian Stratigraphy (SPS) Newsletter.  

 

CONGRESS PROCEEDINGS 

We plan to publish the Congress proceedings in the open access ISI journal Rivista 

Italiana di Paleontologia e Stratigrafia (http://riviste.unimi.it/index.php/RIPS/index).  

 



 

 

FUNDS TO ATTEND THE CONGRESS  

The organizing committee will be able to provide financial support for PhD, graduate and 

undergraduate students who lack funds to attend the Congress. The deadline for applying 

for support is 31st January 2018. All applications will be considered by a panel of experts, 

and decisions will be announced by the end of March 2018. Most awards are likely to 

cover only part of the total cost (field excursion costs will not be covered).   

The applicants should be registered on the Congress website (deadline 31st January) and 

they should send (to 8brachcongress@unimi.it; “Funds application” in the heading of the e-

mail) the following documents: 

- A letter from their University documenting if they are PhD, Graduate or 

undergraduate students; 

- A detailed personal CV including education, research and working experiences, and 

list of publications (if applicable); 

- A personal statement.  

 

INVITATION AND VISA 

A formal letter of invitation for the International Brachiopod Congress to help to acquire 

visas or funding is available on request. This letter does not imply any financial obligation 

on the part of the Congress organizers. 

Participants who require a support letter for visa application are invited to contact the 

organizing committee (8brachcongress@unimi.it; “Letter of invitation” in the heading of the 

e-mail). Please note for security purposes, letters of invitation can only be sent to 

individuals registered for the Congress. 

 

You are responsible for all travel arrangements, including procurement of visas, if 

necessary, and acquisition of sufficient local currency for your stay. Travelers are advised 

to apply for a visa as early as possible. It is imperative that you allow adequate time to 

process your paperwork. 

Please visit the website of Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

at 

http://www.esteri.it/mae/en/ministero/servizi/sportello_info/domandefrequenti/sezione_visti

_entrare_in_italia.html 

If you are student and have any questions regarding your visa status, please consult the 

office in charge of international students at your university. 



 

 

EXPERIENCE BRACHIOPODS AND DISCOVER ITALY 

Travel packages to explore Milano and the natural beauty and history of Italy are available 

at http://www.eravelservice.com/ 

As mentioned in the introduction, Italy is a safe country known for its beautiful seas, 

sublime Alps, solemn monuments and immortal memories: a country of glory and beauty, 

and yours to discover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PATRONAGE & SPONSORSHIPS     

 

                        

 

 

                               

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


